COLLAPSE OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS
XVII.   THE COLLAPSE OF THE
LEAGUE OF NATIONS
As was pointed out in VIII the League of Nations
was nothing from the outset but an elaborate
piece of "eye-wash**, prepared by the govern-
ments for their peoples. It was never intended by
its authors to be a genuinely workable institution,
or to lead on to a higher form of political organiz-
ation. It was meant to express opinions agreeable
to the Great Powers that pulled its strings, chiefly
France, and its provisions were never allowed to
operate to their disadvantage. But these Powers
made the mistake, not only of never taking their
creation seriously, but of showing that they did
not. Quite early in its history Mussolini, who was
never hypocritical about its merits, flouted it over
the Corfu affair, with complete impunity.
As a preventive of war also it was impotent
from the outset. In South America the Chaco War
between Bolivia and Paraguay went on for three
years, although both belligerents were members of
the League, and were landlocked States that could
not manufacture their munitions and had to import
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